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ADDRESS TO THE CLOSING TO THE 13th SESSION OF THE
PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES

New York, 30 May 2014
 

Distinguished Expert Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues;

Distinguished observers from Member States;

Indigenous Peoples’ Organizations;

The United Nations Agencies, funds and programmes;

The Inter-Governmental system, non-governmental organizations, the academia and the media, 

and (in particular) our Indigenous sisters and brothers, Indigenous youth and Indigenous 

parliamentarians.

Brothers and Sisters/ Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to extend my sincere gratitude (Quyanaq) to each and every one of you for your hard 

work, patience, recommendations and interventions over the past two weeks.

I want to share with you, from my point of view a few of the highlights of the past two weeks.  II

want to recall my opening speech wherein I spoke of the needs to reform our methods of work.  

Indeed, it has been clear throughout the past two weeks that such reform is absolutely necessary. 

Please know that we have had preliminary discussions about processes and procedures that can 

be initiated to become more effective both internally as well as publicly in terms of our plenary 

sessions.  We intend to have a half day discussion on this matter at our next session, in order to 

hear from participants about creative ways and means to improve our work as a UN mechanism. 

We also need to make adjustments within the Secretariat in order to enhance our effectiveness as 

Expert members of the Permanent Forum. 

Our special theme, “Principles of good governance consistent with the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” not only revealed the persistent examples of 

bad governance but also examples of good governance in practice.  We know that, with member 
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state cooperation, with respect for and recognition of the minimum international human rights 

standards embraced by the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, genuine good 

governance can become a reality.   

The introduction of the Report of the Expert Group Meeting on: Sexual health and reproductive 

rights revealed that indigenous peoples are still disproportionately affected by sexually 

transmitted diseases, reproductive issues and other related issues.  This is truly and inter-

generation issues and it is clear that we have numerous challenges to overcome.  These issues 

clearly intersect with those raised during our discussion on ongoing priorities and themes, 

including indigenous children and youth as well as the report on the situation of indigenous 

children in Latin America and the Caribbean.

I would like to sincerely thank Ms. Joan Carling and Raja Devashis Roy for their effort and 

passionate dedication to the indigenous peoples of the Asian region and their thoughtful 

organization of the half-day discussion on the Asian region.  In addition, we were pl;

 

We were pleased to have the message from the President of the Sami Parliament of Norway, Ms 

Aili Keskitalo, Hjalmar Dahl, Co-chair of the Global Coordinating Group, and of course, the 

words of the Advisor of the President of the 68th session of the General Assembly, Ambassador. 

Crispin Gregoire.

I would also like to thank Mr. Dirk Jaspers-Faijer, Director of Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean, Population Division, who shared the preliminary findings of the 

study entitled “Rights of indigenous peoples: achievements and challenges in the Latin American

countries” prepared by ECLAC in collaboration with indigenous peoples.

 

During the session on Human Rights, we were fortunate enough to hear from the Chair of 

EMRIP, the Chair of the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations, the Chair of the Committee 

on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights, and the commissioner of the African Commission on Human and

Peoples’ Rights.
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The Forum was also fortunate to have a dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of 

indigenous peoples, Professor James Anaya.  Again, we are all very pleased to welcome his 

successor Ms Victoria Tauli-Corpuz.  

In regard to the human rights of Indigenous peoples, I want to underscore the fact that human 

rights of Indigenous peoples remain an urgent and crucial aspect of the work of the Forum – as it 

is for international and regional human rights bodies, special rapporteurs and independent 

experts.

As evidenced by Indigenous voices around the world -  land and resource dispossessions, 

violence against women and girls, racial discrimination, exclusion and marginalization are 

widespread and persistent.  The status of Indigenous Peoples as self-determining "peoples" under

international law is still being challenged.  In this regard, we heard numerous interventions about

the fact that Indigenous peoples are not "civil society" – they are peoples with the distinct right 

of self-determination.  

Unfortunately, human rights quality of Indigenous Peoples' collective rights is also challenged by

some States despite the fact that international practice has addressed such rights within the 

human rights system for over 30 years.  The UN General Assembly has repeatedly reaffirmed 

"human rights, the rule of law and democracy are interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that 

they belong to the universal and indivisible core values and principles of the United Nations.

Professor Dinah Shelton has emphasized that: "democracy without human rights and the rule of 

law was oppression, human rights without democracy and rule of law was anarchy, and rule of 

law without democracy and human rights was tyranny".  Unfortunately, states and others tend to 

treat international jurisprudence as simply recommendations.  However, jurisprudence of UN 

human rights bodies, as well as the African Commission of Human and Peoples' Rights and the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights, have been ascribed "great weight" by the ICJ.   

(Ahmadou Sadio Diallo (Republic of Guinea v. Democratic Republic of the Congo), Merits, 

Judgment, I.C.J. Reports 2010, p. 639).  These are all issues that we must address in a 

comprehensive, substantive and intellectually honest fashion if we are to realize the rights 

enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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Under ongoing priorities and themes, we had a fruitful discussion on Second International 

Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, which will conclude in December 2013.  In this 

regard, we heard a number of recommendations calling for establishment of a Third Decade.  In 

preparation for future UN initiatives, the Forum and Indigenous peoples generally have 

highlighted the need for active engagement the Post-2015 development agenda.  It is clear that 

we must ensure that the status, rights, and voices of indigenous peoples become an integral part 

of both this development agenda and the forthcoming Climate Change Summit to be convened 

by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

I would like to thank my co-Permanent Forum members who have been very supportive and hard

working over the past two weeks.

I would like to thank the Secretary, Ms. Emer Herity and her staff for all the behind the scenes 

work they have done over the past two weeks.

I would like to thank the staff of the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum who have worked hard 

and the long hours they have put in to make this session happen.

In closing, it has been a sincere honor to serve as Chair of this Thirteenth session.  Though we 

come from diverse Indigenous peoples from across the globe, we are unified and inspirid by the 

spirit of our distinct cultures.  Our common desire is to respect for our past, gain recognition of 

and respect for our present status and rights, and the promotion of these fundamental rights to 

ensure our future.  And, we will never give up our quest for justice, for our individual and 

collective human rights, for our dignity and most importantly for the future of our all of our 

peoples.  

Thank you (Quyanaq) 
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